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30 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a 
simple prayer from a single youth group: 

“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,   
help us to be mindful of those without even a bowl of 
soup to eat.” 

Since that day, more than $150 million has been raised for local charities 
across the country through Souper Bowl of Caring.  It has become a powerful 
movement that transforms the time around Super Bowl weekend into the      
nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving. 

Sunday, February 2nd members of our Youth Fellowship groups will stand at 
our church doors with soup pots to collect your donations after worship.  Every 
dollar donated goes to support Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House in New    
Milford and Brookfield Food Pantry, our 2020 Souper Bowl of Caring Charities 
of Choice.  Our JYF & SYF folks look forward to lending their time and talents 
to special projects on behalf of these recipients that day as well. 

Thank you in advance for your support and Enjoy the Game!  (If you would 
like to write a check for your donation please make it payable to “CCB” with 
“Souper Bowl” in the memo line or PushPay with a note about “Souper Bowl ”.)  



Church Council Notes: January 14,  2020 

Moderator's Report: Summary and discussion of Personnel Manual changes – Major proposed changes 

were reviewed. Motion to approve passed unanimously.  

Vice-Moderator’s Report: Review of FY 2020-2021 preliminary budget— the Congregational Meeting 

was held January 5th and the draft Austerity Budget was approved by the Congregation. Austerity budget 

covers minor increases (fixed expenses total about 90% of the budget), and the net proposed pledge in-

crease of 15%. Fellowship Hall Improvement Group update – Jack reported that the FHIG group will con-

tinue to work to get guidance on whether a variance is the way to go with the town, or a lot line revision 

should we carry out this project. The FHIG group interviewed 3 feasibility study companies. These com-

panies determine how much the church can afford, then put together the capital campaign fundraiser, 

which the church then implements. Jack will submit a summary of the feasibility proposals next month.  

Church Treasurer’s Report: Income is better than budget; Pledges are over budget by $7,000 (praise to 

Pushpay); Expenses are over budget by $2,200. 

Christian Education Committee: Sunday School has been very busy.  Kids are bringing their friends, 

and they are really learning.  Adult Ed and Bible studies are going well.  CE has put out a call to anyone 

who might be interested in participating in a marriage course.  

Stewardship Committee: The Cruise Ship Buffet dinner went well with 68 people in attendance, and 

feedback was excellent. The pledge program will begin on January 26th, pledge cards, letters and bro-

chures will go out the first week of February, and Dedication Sunday will be on February 23rd.  

Church House Committee: Trying to resolve the security issue—looking into a camera doorbell.  A new 

router is being purchased and will segment the network into guest and internal wireless networks.  

Deacons: Following last month’s question from Worship about Sunday 8:30 summer services location, 

the Deacons feel it is fine to keep rainy day services in Fellowship Hall. Deacons are looking for contribu-

tions to the Lenten Devotionals (topic is Faith Journey), please submit to Marie Immohr by February 12 th . 

CIS Committee: Through the giving tree this year donations went to 10 families, 3 huge bags of socks 

for Miriam’s Kitchen and  $1,200 worth of gift cards were collected, plus donations to Holy Joe’s Café 

and Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House.  Roughly $34,000 has been given out to date from the Thrift 

Shop to worthwhile missions.  Dining for Women raised $348 for an HIV program in January. CCB con-

tinues to be a 5 for 5 church; with a little over $1,000 raised for Neighbors in Need and money raised for 

the Christmas Fund.  Feeding Hungry Hearts Food Drive will be collected in February.  

Welcome: March 1st  will be the next new member join date (at least 3 new members to join). 

Worship Committee: A bell concert will be held on May 17th, followed by a dinner.  Thanks to Morri-

son’s Gang for all the behind the scenes work that they do (ie. removing wax from pew cushions and rug 

following Christmas Eve services).  Safety Committee will be meeting with ushers to discuss fire drill and 

security issues (no date yet).  Worship is looking into possible events during Lent— a Serendippers lunch-

eon on 3/10 and a Lenten Dinner on 3/22 or 3/29. 

Nominating Committee: 17 committee positions need to be filled. Nominating has put together a bro-

chure of committees, what their functions are, when they meet, and who the current members are.  

Pastors’ Reports: Bryn sends her thanks to Council for the time to attend the second set of spiritual di-

rection classes in CA – she is feeling very energized.  Yankee Fair funds will be submitted in the next 

week or so.  According to the distribution formula funds will go to Christian Growth & Enrichment, 

Buildings & Grounds, DAWS,  Brookfield Cares, Building Homes for Heroes, and Interserve/Cambodia.  

New Business: Requests for Christian Growth and Enrichment (CG&E) funds to cover the $75 annual 

membership fee for Barbara Crandell to the Association of United Church Educators and $150 for a Silver 

Lake registration scholarship.  Both requests were approved unanimously. Discussed costs involved with 

the marriage course. Costs to attend include the support helper’s curriculum, as well as the cost to provide 

dinner. It’s a 7-week course with expected cost between $300 and $700. Following discussion about the 

CG&E account balance, a motion was made to fund up to $700 out of CG&E for the marriage course. The 

motion passed unanimously.  Sue W. reported that Yankee Fair chairs are needed, and she asked that peo-

ple keep their ears to the ground; the fair will be the Saturday after Columbus Day (10/17/20). 

 



 
 
 
 
 

All are invited to our 
February Serendippers Gathering 

Tuesday, February 11th at 11:45am 

Join us as we welcome author Nan Rossiter 

  Our menu: 
Sunrise Punch, Brunch Potato & Maple Sausage Casserole, Fruit Salad,  

Blueberry Muffins, Strawberry Apple Angel Cake 
  

Please contact Eleanor Loesch for additional information 
OR you can contact the Church Office 203-775-1259. 

Hope to see you all there!   

*NOTE:  If school is delayed or cancelled, there will be no Serendippers.  

Serendippers is open to everyone!  Sponsored by our church Fellowship Committee, the Serendippers 
hospitality team provides a lunch and monthly program for daytime-available members and their friends.  
Please let the church office know by the 2nd Sunday each month if you will have a need for childcare.   

 
 
 
 

Silver Lake Conference Center Registration Open 
Silver Lake is a place where people of all ages experience nature, make new friends, 

and explore their faith. With more than 60 acres of wooded land on lakeside shores, Silver Lake 
offers many opportunities for people to take healthy risks and try new things with the support of 
an intentional Christian community.  

Time and again we hear from our campers: "Silver Lake is where I can be the real me!" 
We invite you to take the plunge this summer and find your true self, new friends, and a closer 
connection to God. 

At Silver Lake people worship, learn, play, serve, and work together, respecting the right 
of private judgment. Silver Lake seeks to provide a safe environment of acceptance regardless 
of race, ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation, reflecting our unity in Christ and respecting the 
faith journeys of all of God’s children. 

There are conferences this summer beginning in June for children and youth entering 
4

th
 grade through those who have completed 12

th
 grade.  There are service conferences,      

conferences that focus on sports and music, on Racial Justice and the new Silver Lake high 
ropes course.  There are also opportunities for families to join in the Silver Lake fun with Family 
Camp.  Information and registration can be found at www.silverlakect.org.   

Silver Lake scholarships are available through our Fairfield East Association and our 
own Christian Growth and Enrichment fund here at CCB.  Please speak with Pastor Jen if you 
would like more information about scholarships.   

http://www.silverlakect.org


Feeding Hungry Hearts 2020 
February 2nd – February 29th  

Your help is needed!  Please support Feeding Hungry Hearts 2020, the annual 
food drive for the Brookfield Food Pantry, sponsored by the Church in Society 
Committee (CIS).  

The months following the holidays are some of the more difficult ones for our 
town food pantry.  Donations typically are down at this time of year, so keeping 
up with the needs of local families that rely on the pantry can be a challenge. 

There are two ways you can help! 

Add a few items to your weekly shopping list. We will have bags available 
in Brooks Hall that include a list of requested items.  Please take a bag, pick up 
a few extra items from the list and return it to Brooks Hall.  A representative 
from CIS will deliver the bags to the Food Pantry throughout the month. 

Make a monetary donation. We will have a box set up in Brooks Hall for 
monetary donations.  The Brookfield Food Pantry can purchase items through 
programs such as the CT Food Bank, Emergency Food Assistance and from  
grocery stores offering bulk food at greatly reduced prices to food pantries. 

Many thanks for your continued generosity! 
The Church-in-Society Committee 

If you have any questions, please contact Linda DeLucia. 



 

Fellowship Of Concern 

CONTINUING CONCERNS:   

Lillian Covill 

Liz DeLambert 

Des & Nancy Desmond 

Stephanie Joy 

Greg & Jan Labas 

Dan Leniart 

Ron Lopp 

Marion Miller 

Millicent Morrison 

Larry & Sherrie Ruschmeyer 

Nick Ruschmeyer 

 Lavinia Schmaling 

SYMPATHIES:    
 John & Bryn Smallwood-Garcia on the death of John’s sister Mona on January 1st, and on 

the passing of Bryn’s mentor Marge Coates in December.   

 The family of Walt Fisher who died on January 23rd.(Stephen & Catherine Fisher, Diane 

Fisher, Jennifer Barner, Mary Fisher and families)   

 

NEW ADDRESS:  

  Beth Ballard, 481 E. Railroad Ave., Bartlett, IL 60103-4304. 

  Toni and Steve Sullivan, 684A Heritage Village, Southbury, CT 06488. 

WITH THANKS:  

 Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl.  Every time I put it on I felt the 

warmth of all of the prayers coming my way.  We so enjoy your church on our visits to Becky’s.  

I’m making progress and know “this” too will pass. 

      Love & Blessings. 

      Judy DeSalme (Becky Bishop’s mother) 

 

 

 

CrossWays Deadline 
The deadline for the March 2019 issue of CrossWays is February 15th. You can  
e-mail articles to Jeannine McCullough at office@uccb.org or leave them in the 
CrossWays mailbox outside of the church office.  Please e-mail or call Jeannine 
McCullough, Office Administrator at 203-775-1259 if you have any questions. 



NEWS FROM CHURCH SCHOOL 

Yes, God! I Will Use My Hands to Do Your Work 

During the months of January and February we are focusing on Faith Building Block #3.  This 

building block is framed around the statement "I am Called and Equipped".  All lessons and  
activities in church school are focused on helping our children know and feel that God asks 

them all to work for God's Kingdom and that God has given and will continue to give them 
unique abilities and skills to do this work.   

The month of January focused on “I am Equipped.” Scripture from 1 Cor.12:1-10 was read as 

a beginning step through various activities developed to help children identify some of their 
unique special talents, as well as to become familiar with other people in God’s family and their 

special gifts. During February we are focusing on “I am Called.” Children will combine their tal-
ents and work together to solve various Bible Themed Project Adventure style problems and 

collectively finish three service projects for our local community. 

These projects include making: 
  30 Police Appreciation Bags for the Brookfield Police Department 

  60 Dried Chicken Noodle Soup Mason Jars for Brookfield's Food Pantry 

  Letters & pictures of appreciation for our Service Members as part of Operation  

 Gratitude 

  Letters, pictures, and Gatorade powder for the Brookfield Fire Department as 

 part of Operation Hydration 

THANK YOU CCB! All of these wonderful projects get accomplished due to the never-ending 
support of the church school program.  THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR DONATIONS! 

Blessed & Grateful, 
Barbara Crandell 

Church School Coordinator 

Youth Fellowship in February 
Junior and Senior Youth Fellowship groups (JYF & SYF) will begin this month with the Souper 

Bowl of Caring.  Our youth will be standing at the Meetinghouse doors after both services on 

Sunday, February 2
nd

 to collect donations to benefit the Brookfield Food Pantry and Loaves & 

Fishes Hospitality House in New Milford.  JYF & SYF will also combine forces from 12:30-

2pm that day to create both the hot served meal and to-go lunch bags for those who use 

Loaves & Fishes on SuperBowl Sunday.  JYF will then meet on Sundays, February 9
th

 & 23
rd

 

from 5-6:30pm, and SYF will meet those Sundays from 7-8:30pm.   

Confirmation Class: 
Confirmation will meet on Wednesday, February 12th from 7-9pm in the Youth 
Room to learn about and discuss Christian, UCC, and CCB History and more.   



Fellowship Hall Improvement Group (FHIG) Update 

FHIG has met with a few contractors to review the preliminary drawings that were presented on 
September 16, 2019 by Shanna Benjamin, with Di Biase Filkoff Architects. Those drawings 
hang on the wall in the Church School Wing hall. 

It was discussed that it would be in the best interest of the church to have cost estimates that 
are known up front with a bump out addition versus a renovation within the church school wing 
walls where there is potential for unknown costs. 

Back in 2012 when the church was in conversation with Verizon about installing a cell phone 
tower in the steeple (which was voted down), plans were drawn by Verizon for an addition on 
the north side of Fellowship Hall (the side where the playground currently sits) to meet the 
church’s needs back then.  Many of those needs remain the same today; handicap accessibility, 
handicap bathrooms, and storage space. In reviewing those plans with the contractors, they 
concurred cost estimates that are known up front can be determined with such an addition. 

Questions still remain as we move forward with our discernment: 
         How big do we build the addition? 
         Will town variances be needed? 
         How much can we afford? 
         Are state and federal grants available? 

As William Arthur Ward, an inspirational writer wrote, “prayerful and thoughtful analysis and 
preparation are the keys for success in the work of God.” 

We continue to work on vision and planning. The funding will truly identify who we are as a 
church as we ask ourselves, if this is what we want, how are we going to pay for it? 

Please keep us in prayer as we hear the words from Proverbs 16:3, "Commit your work to the 
Lord and then your plans will succeed." 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to any member of FHIG: 
Dave Goral (Chair), Jack Brown, Luke Duval, Greg Labas, Laurie Matson and Sue Ronan  



Refresh, Strengthen or Transform Your Marriage/Partnership 
 
The Marriage Course is a series of seven sessions (roughly 2 1/2 hrs. each), designed to help 
couples intentionally invest in their relationship and take proactive steps to build strong  
foundations, learn to communicate more effectively and resolve differences well to build a strong 
marriage. 
 
The course offers essential tools and practical ideas to help you build a relationship that lasts a 
lifetime, no matter how long you've been together or what season of life you are in. 
 
The Marriage Course is based on Christian principles but designed for all couples with or  
without a church background. 
 
What to expect: Think Date Night! 
When you arrive, check in at Registration and a Support Couple will greet you. 
The 1

st
 part of every evening is spent relaxing, eating a light dinner, and catching up with your 

partner at a table for two. 
 
After dinner, you'll watch a video about a different theme each week: Building strong  
foundations, the art of communication, resolving conflict, the power of forgiveness, the impact of 
family, good sex and love in action. 
 
You'll have plenty of opportunity to talk privately with your partner, and you will do simple  
exercises in your manuals to help guide your discussions. Background music will be playing to 
help ensure your privacy. 
 
There is no group sharing. Discussions are only between partners. This is an opportunity to 
more deeply understand your partner and to feel more deeply understood. 
 
To learn more, watch a brief video at: 
https://themarriagecourses.org/try/the-marriage-course 
 
Schedule: The Marriage Course will take place Sunday evenings from 5pm-7:30pm. We  
suggest you arrive a couple minutes early to get settled in. The February start date is to be  
determined. 
 
Cost: To help offset the cost of meals and curriculum, there is a $50 per couple cost. Please 
speak confidentially with Pastor Jen or Pastor Bryn for scholarship information. 

Note: Childcare can be provided if needed.  
 
Please RSVP ASAP. If you and your partner would like to register for the  
7-week Marriage Course, please email Kerri Colombo. 

https://themarriagecourses.org/try/the-marriage-course


RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW  

Unplug & Unwind  
INTERGENERATIONAL RETREAT  

ALL ARE WELCOME!  

May 1st -3rd 
SILVER LAKE CONFERENCE CENTER, SHARON CT  

 
This interactive weekend is a blend of spiritually based small group programming 

with plenty of free time to enjoy nature, games, music or other optional            

programs. A popular campfire with songs and games on Saturday night is a         

favorite, and we wrap up on Sunday morning with a  simple and poignant outdoor 

worship service. All meals are included, so there is no cooking for the whole   

weekend!  Bring your own bedding &  toiletries. All ages and stages of life are 

welcome and encouraged to join us. 

 

Whole weekend retreat:  Friday evening to Sunday morning includes 4 meals 

& overnight accommodations for two nights. The cost is $100 per person, age 11 or 

older, $70 per person, age 2-10. 

 

Saturday-only retreat:  Includes 2 Saturday meals (lunch & dinner) for 

$30 per person, all ages.  

  

Scholarships are available, please see Pastors Bryn or Jennifer to discuss  

privately.    

 

See or email Kerri Colombo or Amy D'Alessandro to reserve your space.   

 
 



CCB’s 2020 Pledge Campaign 

Giving Changes Everything 
I’ve been a member of this church for over 30 years.  It took the first 20 to get me involved 

much beyond attending services and choir.  I was somehow afraid that to know too much 

about the inner workings of our church would detract from my spiritual journey.  Whoa… 

was I wrong.  It has been just the opposite; the more I participate, the deeper my faith 

grows. 

 

We’ve already seen that giving makes a world of difference. It feels great to help other 

people. Giving changes them, and it changes us as we gain a sense of purpose.  With      

purpose comes greater happiness, interest in personal growth, the avoidance of             

depression, and maybe even improved health, if your stewardship gets you up and off the 

couch. 

 

And social science backs this up.  Research shows that money is a leading cause of stress. 

But you know what? It also shows that giving is a leading cause of happiness.  A paradox to 

be sure, but that’s because giving changes us. 

Giving. Changes. Everything. 

I’ve learned that financial stewardship is more than just “auto-renewal”. It involves          

introspection, consideration, understanding, growth and prayer.  The church is happy to 

receive donations regardless, but it prefers gifts given with a joyful heart, because our 

congregant faith journeys are one of the core missions of our faith. When we give with a 

joyful heart, money begins to lose its hold over our lives, and becomes the tool God       

intended. 

 

Giving to CCB gets great return on investment. The payback? A community within which 

we are a valued and engaged member, and a community to which we can turn when we 

need help or support, all while knowing that we make the world a better place.              

Generosity is a small price to pay for that. 

 

On January 5th, our congregation voted to approve an austere proposed budget that    

reflects a roughly 15% increase, due to a loss of income from the Danbury Chinese Alliance 

Church, and unavoidable increases in expenses such as insurance premiums. 

 

With the Pledge Campaign now in full swing, we reiterate that the congregation is charged 

with meeting this budget.  We’ve seen how CCB makes a difference, from the other side of 

the world to right inside our own hearts. We all know what stewardship means to this 

church. Pledging is your opportunity to demonstrate two things: gratitude for all you   

receive, and support of all that CCB does. 

 

This year, as you prayerfully consider your donation to the church to help to bridge the 

15% gap, include your inner faith journey and your pledge in your prayers, and watch the 

dividends flow. 

 

Yours In Faith, 

Susan Dodd and Your Stewardship Committee 



 

 

 

 
14th ANNUAL WOMENS RETREAT 

AT SILVER LAKE CONFERENCE CENTER 
223 Low Road, Sharon, CT 06069 

April 17-19, 2020 

Enjoy a few hours with friends, or soon to be friends, in the beautiful Retreat Center (RC)!  

We leave on Friday at 6 pm and return in time for 10:30 service on Sunday! 

The RC holds a minimum of 20 sleepers and a maximum of 28.  There are many            
advantages to staying in the RC – the bedrooms hold fewer people, are quiet as they are 
removed from the gathering room, and of course, are renovated!  It’s also a relaxing spot 

to do as you wish:  gather with friends, walk in the woods, have a massage or               

reflexology, create a craft, take in the labyrinth, enjoy 4 fantastic meals created for us! 

Cost is remaining at $130 for the weekend.   

(If you are in need of financial assistance to attend, please speak with Pastor Jen.) 

If you are interested in joining this year, please call or email Sue Slater. 

About Silver Lake:   
Silver Lake Conference Center is 38 miles from Brookfield in Sharon, CT.  SLCC is a beautiful 
property of the Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ that our 
congregation has supported through mission dollars and participation in retreats and summer 
conferences for many, many years.   



Pastor’s Page                             Rev. Jennifer Whipple 
  "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it." (Psalm 24:1) 

According to the Psalmist we are reminded that as people of faith we have a nuanced 

view of the world and how we came about the things whose care we have been entrusted with.  

Our time has been loaned to us by God.  Our talents have been planted in us by God’s Spirit.  

Therefore the things we have worked for and strived for, and those things that have been placed 

in our care, have first come from God – having used our time and talent to achieve their  

procurement; or having been gifted to us by others who have used their God-given gifts; or  

having come straight from God – the one in whom the world lives and moves and has its very 

being.  Therefore,  a faithful definition of “stewardship” reads like this, “utilizing and managing 

all resources God provides for the glory of God and the betterment of God’s creation,” and we 

might add “the furthering of God’s Kingdom” as well. 

I don’t know why, but I am often taken aback when I am reminded that everything I 

have has its source in God.  I respond this way because I do not always treat my things – my 

time, my talents, my treasures – as if they are a gift from God to be cared for and used for the 

betterment of God’s creation and the furthering of God’s Kingdom.  I was reminded of this  

concept again, though, this past week as we taught our confirmands and spoke with them in their 

class “Stewardship & the Mission of the Church.”  In this class we have them, using statements 

from our church present & past, as well as their own knowledge of who we are as a community 

of God’s faithful, determine what the mission of the church is.  So we spoke about the mission 

of the church as many things: a place to draw people closer to God and help them grow in faith, 

a place where people can receive welcome, support and guidance, and a place where people 

share (among other things).   

And it is true, that the church is all of those things, and some of them are super counter-

cultural.  Think about learning to share, for instance.  In the church and through the mission of 

the church we don’t share with just our friends or classmates like we learned in grade school.  

We don’t share with just the people we know or like.  We don’t share with just people who look 

just like us or think just like us.  No.  In the church we are challenged to share with others in so 

many different ways that challenge our worldly beliefs and push our boundaries.  We are asked 

to share food for use at the Food Pantry.  We are asked to share clothes with people who have 

just come from other countries trying to establish a new life in safety.  We are asked to share 

care, support and prayers with people we love deeply, and with our world leaders who God calls 

us to love even when we may not wish to.  We are asked to share our treasure with one another 

– to keep the lights and heat on, to make sure our staff is paid (thank you!), and to make sure our 

programs run well and bring light and hope to people of all ages as we grow closer to God.  And 

we are also asked to share our treasure with one another so that it can make a difference in the 

world beyond our church walls as well.  We share for the betterment of God’s creation and the 

furthering of God’s Kingdom.  We share because we know that giving has the power to change 

everything.   

So, friends, during this official “Stewardship Season” (although all seasons of our life 

are stewardship seasons to be true), I invite all of us to listen a bit more intently to the messages 

shared by those who are passionate about living their life of faith at CCB and in the world  

beyond.  I invite us to think about ways that God has gifted us with things that we can use for 

the betterment of God’s creation.  And I invite us to consider well how we might use those gifts 

to serve the church and the world as we strive to be a part of positive change in God’s name. 



Notes from the Choir Room  
We have had the privilege of adding a new member to our Chancel 

Choir.  It is always such as pleasure to share our music and love of 

singing with others.  We have started up the Glory Ringers once 

again.  The Alleluia Choir will be singing in a choir festival in  

Torrington on March 14. The bell choirs are preparing for a concert on May 17.   

Music is flourishing at CCB! 

 

And behind the scenes, I have helpers that make all you see possible.  Kathy  

Taylor helps with the Cherub and Alleluia Choirs.  Melanie Shapiro helps with the 

Alleluia Choir.  Karen Garren helps with the Joy Ringers and the Glory Ringers.  

Lauren Matte accompanies the children’s choirs when they sing in church.  These 

helpers truly make a difference in the running of our choirs.  Thank you, thank 

you.  You are appreciated!  

Toni Sullivan, Director of Music  



Committee Chairmen and Church Council Reps 

Moderator: Sue Waschak      

Vice Moderator: Jack Brown   

Treasurer: Greg Dorrell  

Clerk (Asst. Treasurer): Kristi McPadden  

Investment Treasurer: Audrey Himebaugh  

Committee Chairs 

Christian Ed  Amy D’Alessandro  

Church House  John Mangold  

Church-in-Society Lyn Lyon  

Deacons  Marie Immohr  

Fellowship  Monica Pondiccio   

Nominating  Tom Young  

Stewardship  Susan Dodd   

Welcome  Robin Murphy  

 Worship  Kim Downey   

Church Council Representatives  

Christian Ed  Wendy Elsen    

Church House  Steve Waschak  

Church-in-Society  Luke Duval   

Deacons  John Pondiccio   

Fellowship  Michele Ostrom    

Nominating   

Stewardship  Tom Brown   

Welcome  Beth Telesco   

Worship  Kathy Wandelmaier   

Historian  Bob Brown   

Church Safety Committee:  Rodger Wutzl (chair), Tina Crepeau, Walter Ostrom,  

   Bryn Smallwood-Garcia, Kathy Taylor, Linae Wutzl  

      Long-Range Planning Committee:  Larry Ruschmeyer (chair), Barbara Crandell,  

Maurice Downey, Michael Matson, Deseré Edwards, Sian Hunter, Rick Hardin 

Pastoral Relations Committee:  Wendy Elsen, Dave Goral, Gordon Markiewicz,                           

Larry Ruschmeyer, Olivia Quinsland. 

Personnel Committee:  Sue Waschak (chair), Jack Brown, Bryn Smallwood-Garcia,  
   Jennifer Whipple, Bob Emrich, Monica McInerney, Eileen Koch, Mark Lyon 

 

 

Senior Pastor Rev. Bryn Smallwood-Garcia  bryn@uccb.org 

Associate Pastor Rev. Jennifer Whipple  jennifer@uccb.org 

Organist/Choir Toni Sullivan  toni@uccb.org 

Church School Barbara Crandell  barbara@uccb.org 

Church Office Jeannine McCullough 203-775-1259 office@uccb.org 

Nursery Care  Debbie Marquardt 203-775-1259  



Board of Deacons 

Your Deacon Branch provides a way for you to have a specific member of the Board 
with whom to relate.  If you have requests or concerns that you’d like to share with a lay 
person, your Deacon is available.  Naturally, if you’re more comfortable calling one of 
the other deacons, or one of your pastors, please feel free to do so.  Such requests or 
concerns might include: 

a need for prayer 
a request for help (transport to a doctor’s appointment, church function, etc.) 
a sorrow (illness, accident, death) 
a joy (a birth, graduation, upcoming wedding, etc.) 
something that particularly pleases you, or would better meet your needs  

in the worship service  

Remember, if you don’t know your Deacon, ask someone to introduce you.  He or she 
will look forward to meeting you – in church or out! 

 

 

Deacon Branches 2019-2020 

Youth Deacons: 
 Catie Coneybear  
 Stephen Wutzl   

A-BO            Ruth Allen                                       

BR-CO         Martha Parvis                                 

CR-DY Sharon Santi                                   

E-GI Jeanine Hanewicz                           

GL-JE Pete Lane                                        

JO-LI Sue Boughton                                  

LO-McC        Alex DeLucia                                   

McK-O          Mary Gallagher DeLucia                  

P-RI Ed Insull                                         

RO-SI Marie Immohr                                 

SL-TY Carol Ryan                                    

 UN-Z         John Pondiccio                               
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SERRV Valentine’s Sale 

Would you like an opportunity to help those in need and find a gift for your 
favorite Valentine at the same time? A SERRV sale can fill that 
role!!! Shop with us Sunday, February 9th, at 9:30am and 11:30am for 
the latest in heart filled gifts: Divine chocolates, “For Freedom" Sak Saum 
purses, SERRV gifts and scarves, Women's Bean Project cookie, soup, 
and dip mixes and Horizon Unlimited woven scarves and beaded items.  

Hope to see you at the SERRV booth!    

Linda Siciliano, Karen Underhill and Marie Immohr 

SERRV is a Fair Trade nonprofit organization that works to eradicate  poverty worldwide by      
providing opportunity for (primarily Third World) artisans and farmers to sell their wares –          
especially as a mission project of churches like ours in the First World.  


